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Executive Summary

Prelect Title San Joaqnkn River Riparian Habitat Restoration

Proiect Description and Primary Biolog~caPEeological Objectives

This proposal is for the analysis and acquisition of permanent conservation easements that wil]
provide significant riparian habitat and flood protection benefits. Two sites, totaling 20 miles of
river, have been identified that will demonstrate the use of natural processes to restore the river
channel. Both sites are 1orated withfla San Joaquin PAver Ecological Zone identified in the
CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program Plan.

The primary biolo85cal objective is the recovery of native species by improving riparian and
riverine aquatic habitats for Swainson’s Hawk, Greater Sandhill Crane, Western Yellow-Billed
Cuckoo, Bald Eagle, steelhead, Great Blue Heron, shorebirds, wading birds, waterfowl,
neotropieal migratory birds, riparian brash rsbbit, and splittail, (ERPP, Vol.lI, page 395). lqae
primary ecoIogical objective is to rehabilitate the natural processes by expanding and
reconnecting the river chmmel to its historic (ERPP, VOL.II, page 390).

Approach/Tasks/Schedule

Hydraulic analyses are underway for both projects. For the Grasslands San Joaquin River
Mainstem (Grasslands S JR Mainstem), the analysis will determine channel capacity. For the
Firebaugia to Mendota Corridor, the analysis will detemaine the level and fi’equeney of flood~ag.
The next step will be to identify willing sellers and proceed with the acquisition of permanent
consarvation and flood easements. This wi]] take approximately three years.

Jn~tifieatic~n for Prelect and Fundin~ by CALFED

The project sites are all located within the San Joaquin PJver Ecological Zone identified in the
CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Progrmn Plan (ERPP, Vol. II, page 385). The acquisition of
these I~ds and easements are consistent with the CALFED vision for this ecological zone
(ERPP, Vol. II, page 390) including restoring important wildlife and plant cotrmmnides and
ecological processes ~o healthy conditions (ERPP, Vol. II, page 393) and reducing stressors
(ERPP, Vol. II, page 394). Iu addition, integration between CALFED and the Sa~a Joaquin River
Riparian Habitat Restoration Program is ~peeifically identified on page 397, Volume II of the
ERPP.

Bud_~et Costs and Third party Impacts

The total cost for these analyses and easement acquisitions i~ $1,395,000. The totaI request from
CALFED is for $1,195,000. The breakdown, by site, for the CALFED portion is $550,000 for
the Grasslands SIR Mainstem easements, and $6~5,000 for Firebaugh to Mendota easements.
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No third party impacts are anticipated as the result of implementing this program. 0nly property
offered by willing sellers is considered in this proposal. Potential impacts liom land use changes
or changes in flooding conditions are addressed through the broader, ongoing planning efforts of
the project participants.

Applicant Oualifications

The Friant Water Users Authority, the Natural Resources Defense Council, the Pacific Coast
Federation of Fishermen’s Associations, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service have a long standing interest in this reach of the River. This group is qualified
to ca~.. out the proposed project based on the level of interest, participation and support from
diverse groups as well as access to technical expmise. The participants are dedJlcated to bringing
this project to fruition and engineering, planning, biological, and lcgal expertise are avffdable
from within the participating agencies, groups and. contract consultants.

Monitoring and Data Evaluation

Monitoring and data evaluation ~vill be unique to each project site. Funding for monitoring and
data evaluation exists for each site. Monitoring and data evaluation for the Grasslands S JR
Mainstem will fall under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service San Luis National
Wildlift: Refuge. Monitoring and data evaluation for the Firebaugh to Mendota Coizidor will
fall under the existing San Joaquin River Riparian Iqabitat Resturation Program.

Local Swo~ort/Coordination with other ProgarrdC~ompatihility with CALFED Objectives

This project has significant snpport from diverse interest groups and is being carried out in close
coordination with other programs including, but not limited to the CVPIA, and the San Joaquln
River Management Program. This project is compatible with CALFED objectives related to the
loss of riparian habitat for migratory birds species, water qnality and temperature problem s that
negatively impact the Bay-Delta ecosystem.
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Project Description

This proposal is to acquire permanent easements that will provide significant riparian habitat and
flood protection benefits. Two locations have been identified the Grasslands San Joaquin River
Mainstem Property and the Firebaugh to Mendota Cor~dor, The easements are demonstration
projects that ±bcus on the use of natural processes and restoration of the river channel All sites
are located within San Joaquin River Ecological Zone identified in the CALFED Ecosystem
Restoration Program Plan (Figure l ). The easemants are wittfin the Merced River to Menders
Pool Ecological Unit defined on page 389, of the ERPP, Vol. II.

Grasslands San Joaquin River ~kralnstem (8 miles): This project involves conducting analyses of
flood water routing and riparian restoration potential associated with the San Luis NWR. This
project will curnplemet~t similar efforts (previously funded by CALFED) to evaluate the West
Bear Creek Uoit of San L~ais National Wildlife Refuge. Tbis proposal will allow water, which is
eurrantly routed into a bypass charmel, to be routed back into the historic San Joaquin River
eha~mel to provide both flood protection and riparian t~abitat benefits,

Firebaugh to Menders Corridor (12 miles): This project is lecated along the east side of the San
Joaquin River between the City of Firebaugh and Mendota Darr~, This land is all in private
ownership and is currently being farmed. There is a very narrow strip of cottonwood forest at
water’s edge. This area experienced extensive flooding during January 1997. The land is
underwater, due to seepage, three out five years and cannot be farmed. Several landow~aers have
indicated a willingness to sell flood and/or conservation easements. The features of this project
include restoration of shaded rlverine aquatic and terrestrial riparian habitat and reconnect the
historic floodplain to the river channel.

The approaek will be to determine exactly which lands would provide the greatest benefits in
terms of both flood protection and riparian habitat restoration. This work has been funded.
PotentialIy, several thousand acres of easements could be acquired. CALI:ED funding would be
used to acquire land that will provide the greatest benefits and has a willing seller.

Prot~osed Stove of Work

HydranIic analyses is being completed for both of the proposed demonstration projects. For the
Grasslands San Joaquin River Mainstem, the analyses will determine channel capacity. For the
Firebangh to Mendota Corridor, the analyses will determine the level and frequency of flooding.
The next step w~ll be to enter into agreements with willing sellers and proceed with the
acquisition of conservation and flood easements.

The scope of work, for the Grasslands. San Jeaquin F.iver Ma~ustem, includes: preparing
engineering surveys of the existing river profile and cross sections, inoluding locations of
structures and obstructions to flood ~vaters flows, preparing a proposal to modify the ckarmel and
stnletnres to accommodate flood flows up to 1,500 cfs, the design flows sheens on San Joaquin
Valley Flood Control System maps.
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Location and Geographic Boundaries

The project is located in Fresno, Madera and ~vterced Counties and encompasses portions of"the
San Joaquin PAver watershed. It is on the floor of’the San Joaquin Valley. The San Joaqain
River is the second largest contributor of flow to the Delta after the Sacramento River.

The geographic boundaries of the project are the San Joaquin PAver between Mendota Dam and
the confluence of the San Joaquin and Merced Rivers: This information is included in the
STR.P, HRP GIS data base (electronic copies are available upon request).

Grasslands San doaquin River Mainsrem - from the southeast comer of San Luis NWP, (River
Mile 151) to the Pick Anderson Bypass diversion (approximately River Mile 159). (Figure 1)

Firebaugh to Mendota Corridor - i’rom the City of Firebaugh (Rivcr Mile 193) to Mandota Pool
(Pdver Mile 205). (Figtu:e 1)

EeologieaLrBiologic al Benefits

The quantity and quality of riparian habitat along the San Joaquin River is inadequate to support
production and survival of desirable plant and animal species. ~n many locations, riparian habitat
is fragmented, degraded or nonexiste~at.

The focus of this proposal is on reconnecting historic floodplain with the river channel,
restoration of shaded riverine aquatic habitat and riparian habitat for terrestrial species. ]’he
restoration or" these habitats will contribute significantly to ocological health of the Bay-Delta
system and the ability of that system to sustain healthy populations of numerous priority species.

The primary stressors identified "by CALFED and addressed by this proposal are: floodplain
chmages, channel forna changes, and land use changes including gravel mining, grazing,
urbmdzation and shaded riverine aquatic habitat that is fragmented or nonexistent resulting in a
loss of ibod supply and channel complexity.

Stressor attbcategories identified by CALFED m~d addressed by this proposal include:
hydrological or physical isolation of floodplains, channel aggradations due to fine sediment, loss
of existing riparian zone and lack of regeneration potential.

Priori~ native species identified by C.iLFED that will benefit from the implementation of this
proposal include splittail, striped bass and migratory biris and could ultimately include San
Joaquin Pall-ran chinook salmo~t, and steelhead trout. Many resident fish would also betaefit such
as hitch and catfish (ERPP, VI. II, page 388).

The pftority habitats identified by C~",LFED and addressed by this proposal include shaded
riverine aquatic habitat, instreana aqnnnc habitat, mad wetland habitat.
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The many bcanfits of developing and implementing a riparian restoration plan include improved
sediment reduction, water quality and water temperatures (CALFED PSP, page 76-77). In
addition, riparian vegetation stabilizes river banks, helps control e~osion and reduces sediment.

Linkages/System-wide Ecosystem Benefits

The San Joaquin River Riparian Habitat Restoration Program (SJRRHRP) (F_.RPP, Vol. li, page
397) was conceived in 1996 and has been moving steadily forward ever since. This program
oft~rs a unique opportunity for normally adversarial groups to come together and be productive.
The Friant Water Users Authority, the Natural Resources Defense Council and the Pacific Coast
Federation of Fishemnen’s Associations have agreed to work on riparian habitat restoration along
the San Joaquin River corridor from Friant Dam to the confluence with the Merced River.

The SJRRHRP is funded by the CVPIA under Section B(1) Other. This section of the CVPIA
provides funding tar the protection and restoration of riparian ~.abitat values through habitat
restoration actions. The goal of the SJRRHRP is to improve habitat diversity, spaeial
disrribntion, and age class of rlparian vegetation, and improving the dynamic hydrologic and
geomorphic processes to help sustain, a~d enbance naturally regenerating riparian and floodplain
habitats.

Riparian habitat along the San Joaquin River is inadequate to support production and survival of
desirable plant and animal species. The riparian habitat losses in the San Joaquin River system
have resuhed from dam construction, water diversion, gravel raiding and urban eneroaclmaent.
The need for riparian habitat restoration in this reach of the San Joaqui n River is extreme for two
reasons; (1) this reach of rlver has experienced greater environmental damage than other reaches
and (2) no other program or forum is focused on this reach of the river. In addition, the floods of
Jmmary 1997 clearly indicate an urgent need to provide more channel capacity and floodplain
ten’aces to accommodate extremely higl~ flows (60,000 cfs).

The primary biological objectives are to improve riparian and riverine aquatic habitats for
Swainson’s Hawk, Greater Sandhill Crane, Western Yellow-Billed Cuckoo, shorebirds, wading
birds, waterfowl, neotropical migratory birds and splittail (ERPP, Vol. II, page 388). The
primary ecological management objectives are to expand and reconnect river channels to their
floodplains (ERPP, Voh ii, page 391).

The Grasslands San Joaquin River Mainstcm and tile Fircbaugh to Mendota Corridor projects
specifically address the CALFED vision for tbe Mcrccd River to Mendcta Pool Ecological
Managemen’c Unit as described on page 392, Vol. II, of the ERPP. "Floodway capacity should
be expanded by a combination of: levee setbacks, levee abandonment where new land use and
public ownership justify restoring the floodplain, and estabIishment of new design flood flow
capacity that includes a firm commitment to natural vegetation not subject to maintenance or
removal."
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Historic and existing physical and biological conditions analyses have bean completed. The
Historical Riparian Habitat Conditions of the San Joaquin River - Friant Dam to the Mereed
Rirer (April 1998) includes descriptions, maps, piaotos, m~d c;ther data needed to understand tb_e
extent, density, species composition and condition of historical mad existing riparian vegetation
along the San Joaquin River. In the Analysis of Physical Processes and Riparian Habitat
Potential of the San Joaquin River - F,’iant Darn to the Merced River (October 1998), historic
cross sectiems were analyzed and new cross-sectioas were surveyed to determiae how the
riverbed has changed over time.

For the exlstmg conditions analysis. 1993 aerial photos were examkned to determine where
vaflabIe communities of riparian vegetation exist and where they can be established. TNs
information was contlrmcd by ground truthing and comparison with other Geographic
Information System (GIS) data bases. Soil types were also mapped to show where tl~ere is a
likelihood of successfully establishing riparian vegetation.

A GIS has been developed to organize and analyze spatial data on historical mad existing
conditions. The GIS is being used to analyze the relationship between vegetation and other
processes such as hydrology, soils, land use, changes in extent and composition of’riparlan
vegetation, etc.

The information generated in these two reports suggests that restoration of these five sites wiI1
likely contribute to improving flooding conditions on surrounding land and to increasing fire
amount of useable habitat in this reach of river. These analyses suggest that the vegetation, soils,
wildlife, adjacent land uses, aquatic conditions, geomorphology, and flood flows make these
parcels good candidates for restoration of both habitat and flood plain terraces.

The expected benefits from implementing this project are ~eat due to the magnitude of riparian
hal~itat losses that this reach of river has andured. The plarming procass will assure that the
benefits of implementing this project will be long-tarm and sustainable. This ~vill be
accomplished by planting native species ~vhere environmental conditions promise success and
where landowners’ are willing participants.

Approach to documenting the existing conditions for the Grasslands San Joaquin River
Malnstem project will invdive contacting agencies that are inthe midst of ga~ering information
for use in the Army Corps of Engineers (COE) comprehensive study. Additional detail will be
gathered in the most cost effective method possible by dovetailing this more site specific work
with ongoing efforts tha~. have been funded previously. Physical and ecological modeling will
not be funded by this project as it is being prepared COE contractors. Results of modeling will
be applied to locate suitable sites for increased transiant flood water storage and improved flood
water routing.
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Technical Feasibility and Timing

These projects are simple acquisitions and are not subject to CEQA and NEPA reqniremants.
However, CEQA and NEPA requirements wii1 be met for any restoration work that is undertaken
once the properties or easements have been acquired and all necessary permits will be obtained.

Significant collaboration is taking place between the SJR.RHRP and other groups actively
pursuing the restoration of the San Joaquin River. These groups include the San Joaquin River
Management Pro~am, the CaIifomia Riparian Habitat Joint Venture, the Wildlife Conservation
Board, file Department offish and Game, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Monitoring aod Data Collection Methodology

Monitoring and data evaluation will be unique to each project site. Funding for monitoring and
data evaluation exists for each site. Monitoring and data evaluation for the Grasslands San
Joaqnin River Mainstem wiI1 fall under the jurisdiction of the San Luis National WildlitE Refuge.
USFWS staffand technic~engineering consultants will establish baseline pro-project conditions
and monitor and compare annually the results of floodplain restoration for biological resources,
ecosystem functions, and downstream floodway management. ResuIts will be published
armually. Monitoring and data evaluation for the Ffircbaugh to Mendota Corridor svill fall under
the existing SJRRHRP.

Bi olo gica!/Ecolo~ical Obiectives

Determine how successfully plant and anianal populations are surviving and the viability of
maintaining self-sustaining populations.

M<mitoring Parameters and Data Colleodon Approach

Identify and qumatify parameters that can be tied directly to this action. Establish baseline
conditions and a control site for comparison purposes2 Establish permanent transects and a
regular monitoring sehedule based on eac5 specific species being evaluated. Observe fluctuations
in species populations (plaut aud animal) as the result of this action. Note age class and
sustainability of populations.

Data Evaluation Auoroach

Determine trends ira survival of plant and animal populations. Determine which actions provide
a ~eater benefit and which may be detrimental to survival o fpIant and animal populations.

10
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Table 1. Monitoring and Data Collection Information

Question Monitoring Parameters Data Evaluation

Are native species     Identify a~d quantify parameters Determine trends in survival
benefiting as a result that can be tied directly to this of plant and animal
or’implementation of action, populations.
this project?

Observe fluctuations in species Evaluate successful re-
Are ecosystem populations (plant and animal) as establishment of geomorphic
functions being the result of this action, processes.
restored?

Note age class and sustainability of
populations.

Local Involvement

This program is stakeholder driven. Appendix I is a list of the individuals and organizations that
have been actively parflcipating in moving this restoration effort furward. Attached also is a
letter sent to tile three counties impacted by this effort, notifying them of the submittioa of this
CALFED proposal.

Third Party Imnacts

No third party impacts are anticipated as the result of implementing this program. Public
involvement in the planning process will be assured by direct membership of various user groups
and individuals in the stakeholder group and by conducting regular public meetings during
prcparation of the progrmn. User groups include land owners, urban and agricultural water users,
en,Aronmcntal groups, flood control entities, mid tbderal, state and local agencies.

Costs and Schedule to Implement Proposed Project

Corns are ibr analysis mad acquisition of permanent conservatian or flood easements. Significant
cost sharc partners exist incladhtg the CVPIA. However, CALFED funding is needed to
guarantee that the acquisitions can be completed and that these significant opportunities for
restoration are not lost.

Funds awarded from CALFED will be granted to the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation which will act
as fiscal agem in the distribution of funds. Prior to distribution for each acquisition, matching

11
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funds will be secured, and agency-approved appraisals will be completed.

Table 2. Total Budget (CALFED funds o~ly)

Site Direct Direct Service Material & Ivliscellaneous Overhead/ Total
Labor Salary and Contracts Acquisition and other Indirect Cost

Benefits Costs Direct Costs Costs

Grasslands 100 3.3 95 405 317.2 16.5 $550
SIR

Firebaugh to 100 3.5 50 530 27.7 33,8 $645

Table 3 - Quarterly Budget (CALFED funds onIy)

Site Oct-Dec 99 Jan-Mar 00 Apr-Jun 00 Jul-Sep 00 Oct-Dec 00 Total
Budget

Grasslands 30 40 45 30 405 $550

S JR
Mainstem

Firebaugh t~ 25 30 30 30 530 $645
Mendota

Total 55 70 75 60 935 $1,195

The hydraulic analyses for Grasslands San Joaquin River Mainstem the analyses will determine
channel capacit),. The hydraulic tbr the Firebaugh to Mendota Corridor the analyses will
dctcrmian tile level and frequency of flooding. The next step will be to identify_ willing sellers
and proceed with the acquisition of conservation and flood easements.

The Grasslands San Joaquin River Mainstem project is anticipated to have engineering survey
and design work completed within 12 to 18 months of approval The land right acquisition
(casement, fee or other method) would require willing sellers, time for negotiations, appraisal,
and related transactions. An additional 18 to 24 months would be needed for real~ activities,
with [’real completion anticipated in 36 months total time. Real property transactions wanld be
limited to those areas within the existing Grasslands Ecological _~ren project boundary or would
require National Environmental Policy Act NEPA compliance to expand the project boundary.
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Cost Sharing

Nearly $900,000 of CVPIA Restoratiolx funds have already been expended on this prodam. The
Department of Interior is committed to continued funding this effort in the long term. The ~ve
year budget is close to onc million dollars per year.

13

I --01 4321
1-014321



Applicant Qualifications

This group is qualified to carry out the proposed project based on the level of interest,
participation and support from diverse local groups as well as access to techrdeal expertise. The
participants are dediaated to bringing this project to fruition and engineering, platming,
biological, and legal expertise are available from ~.thin the participating agencies, groups and
contract consultants.

The core group that is currently steering lids process consists of r~resentatives frern seven key
organizations. The core group responsible for this current eft’urt consists of the !:riant Water
Users Authority, the Natural Resources Defense Coul~cil, the Pacific Coast Federation of
Fishermen’s Associations, the San Joaquin River Consort, ahoy, 1.he Sm~ Joaquin River Parkway
and Couscrv~ation Trust, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Below is a brief paragraph on each of these participants.

Representatives of the Friant Water Users Authoriw (FWUA) have been parfioipating in the
riparian restoration project. FWUA is a public agency ofth~ State ~" California with the
responsibility for operating and maintaining the Priant-Kera Canal and as~oclated facilities. The
FWUA also represents its 25 member agencies on water issues of statewide significance.
Richard Mess, General Manager and Dan Fults, Resources Aualyst have been the FWUA’s
primary representatives on the SJRRItRP.

The Natural Resources Defense Council C’rRDC) is a national nonprofit public Jut*rest
organization dedicated to protecting the earth’s natural resources. With the support of over
350,000 members, including 83,000 in California, staffer environmental at~.orneys, scientists,
and resource specialists address a broad spectrum of enviror~raental issues. NRDC’s Western
Water Projects works to encourage the conservation and rational use of s~arce western water
resources, with special emphasis on improving the health of California’s waterways. NRDC has
been worldng for protection of the San Francisco Bay/Delta Estuary, including restoration of the
San Joaquin River for over a decade. Specific staffinvolved with the San Joaquh: River
Riparian Habitat Restoration Project include the following:

Hamilton Candec is a Senior S~affAttorney in the San Francisco office of NRDC and the
Director of.N~RDC’s Western Water Project. He is involved in a variety of efforts to promote
environmental reforms in federal and state water policy. Mr. Caadee is a graduate of Princeton
University and New York University Law School.

Rormie Cohen is a Senior Project Resources Specialist with NRI)C. Her work focuses on
promoting ~urban and agricultural water conservation and broad ecosystera restoration,
particularly in the San Franoisco Bay/Delta. Prior to her work with NRDC, Ms. Cohen worked
as a water resources consultant doiIlg Integrated Resources Planning for urban water agencies.
Ms. Cohen holds a B.A.. in Environmental Studies from Brown University, and a Master’s in
Public Policy from the UniversiPy of California at Berkeley.
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The Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations was established twenty years ago and
is now the West Coast’s primary lobbying organization for commercial fishermen. The
Association works to improve conditions for fish including clean water, fishing restrictions and
environmental restoration. The individual representing PCFFA on the San Joaquin River
Riparian Habitat Restoration Project is Zeke Grader. Grader, an attorney, helped form the
PCFFA and has been the group’s executive director since its founding.

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamatien is acting as the agency lead for the SIRtL!~RP, and backs the
Program with its technical, administrative, and management resources and expertise, included in
that expertise is a signii2cant understanding and knowledge of the San 3oaquin River gathered
over 60 years of water resources planning and management in the San Joaquin Valley. Under an
Interagency Personnel Agreement with the California Department of Water Resources,
Reclamation has appointed Ms. Panla Landis, P.E., to act as the Program Manager. Ms. Landis
is a Registered Civil Engineer with ten years experience in fiver management and planning. She
has had responsibility planning and developing habitat re~torafion projects, for scheduling and
tracking budgets, a~ld for design and construction, and evaluation and monitoring of restoration
projects. In addition, she served as program manager for the San Joaquin River Management
Progrmn and has extensive experience coordinating and collaborating with multiple interest
groups.

The U, $, Fish and Wildlife Service has ma active involvement and interest in the development
and implementation of the San Joaquin River Riparian Habitat Restoration Program. The
Service has eontrlbuted funding through the CVPIA for initial development of tiffs Program. The
Service is responsible for the continuing benefit of the people. The agency’s major
rcsponsibilities are for migratory birds, and candidate, threatened and endangered species. The
Service provides technical assistance tbr projects associated with this Program. Furthermore, the
agency may also provide financial assistance for specific project implementation.

USFWS San Luis NWR staffhave broad depth and experience in conducting or supervising this
t3q~e of water management project. The adjacent refuge lands owned in fee have been managed
to provide optimum floodplain and Hparlan habitats. As a neighboring landowner, FWS has
local knowledge of" the community and resource conditions. This site is a logical extension of
similar actlvities on other reaches ofthe San Joaquin River. Coopcrativcinteragencyagreements
exist that assure staff resources and funds are used ha the most beneficial manner.

Scott Frazer is the Refuge Manager and refuge operations specialist for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. His responsibilities include water quality monitoring, intensive wetland
management, and large habitat restoration projects. He is the primary." technical coordinator for
the innovative "nenstrucmral’" flood protection proposals on the refuge complex. Mr. Frazer
received a B.S. degree in wildlife biology from Humboldt State University in 1979.
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Compliance with Standard Terms and Conditions

This proposal is being submitted by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation on behalf of a group of
stakelaolders. USI3R is not required to complete a FORM DI-2010. Any coasultants and
subcontractors will be hircd according to state and federal regulations and requirements for all
goverrmaent agencies.
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Appendix A

Sm~ Joaquin River Riparian Habitat Restoration Program Action Team Marling List

Letter to Fresno, Madera and iVlerced Counties informing them of this funding proposal
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San Joaquin River Riparian Habitat Restoration Program
Action Team
May 29, 1998

Oreg K~kpa~ck Central Valley R~ional Water Quality Control

Vasallia CA 93291 John Noana~

Statc Capitol, l~oom 4139
Sa~amento CA 95814 Central Valley Regional Water Qualit3" Con~’ol
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PIKllip G. Des~toff, R.G., G.E.G. 555 Audubon Place
2220 Tulare Street, 6th floor Sacramento CA 95825
Fresno CA 93721

San Joaquin River Conservancy
Dr. Robert Kelley, Executive Officer

Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District PO Box 205
Doug Harriso~ Ftiant CA 93626
General Manager-Secretary
5469 East Olive San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors
F~vzno CA 93727 Authority

Steve Chedester
Friant Water Users Authority PO Box 2115
Dan Ft~ltz Los Bano~ CA 93635

Sacramento CA 95814 San Joaquin River Flood Control Association
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San Joaquin River
Riparian Habitat Restoration Program

U.S. Bureau of Rcclamati~m
South-Central California Area Office

APR 1 4 1999

I am writing to h~form you that the San Joaquio River Riparian Habitat Restoration Program has
submitted a proposal [o CALFED tbr potential funding for projects in your area. The San
.Joaquin River Riparian Habitat Restoration Program was conceived in ] 996. by the Friant
Water Users Authority, the Natural Resources Defense Council and the Pacific Coast Federation
of Fishermen’s Associations. These groups share a strong interest in the mainstem of the San
Juaquin River and have agreed to pursue mutually acceptable restoration activities. The
SJRRItRP was formed ~o initially work on riparian habita~ restoration along ~he San Joaquin
River eorrldor from Friant Dam to the confluence with the Merced River and to pursue other
projects as consensus is reached.

The objective of the program is to develop and implement a plan Ibr restoration ofa continuou~
riparian corridor in the study reach and to eoJxsLrt.tcc site specific riparian habitat restoration
projects. The plan will establish a series of priority actions with specific time frames, estimated
costs .and benefits, and proposed f~mding so~trces.

The projects proposed to CALF12D, are located in Fresno, Modern and Merced Counties and
encompass portions of the San Joaquin River watershed. ’llte geographic boundaries of the
projects are the Sm~ Joaquia River between Mcrtdota Dam and the confluence of Lhe San,
Joaquin and Merced Rivers.

This proposal is for ti~.e analysis and acquisition of permanent conservation easements that will
provide significant riparian !~abitat and flood protection benefits. Tl~e primary biological
objectives are to inlprove riparian and riverine aquatic habitats and to expand and reconnect
river channels :o their floodplains and reactivate natural ecological processes.

If you have any questions in this regard or need furd:er informatien~ plebe contact me at (559)
487-5103 o~ ILr the hearing impaired at (559) 487-5933.

Pallia J. L’~dis ~

Chief, Resources Management Division
So~tth-Cen~ral California Area Off~ce

See attached list
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